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On  being  quostionod  by  newspapermen  concorning  Japan's 
position  with  regard  to  tho  possible  involvement  of  the  Nether¬ 
lands  in  tho  European  v.nr  and  its  roporcussions  in  tho  Nether¬ 
lands  last  Indies,  the  Foreiyi  minister  JJr.  **rita  replied  as 
f  011  07781 

,/ith  the  ^outh  Seas  regions,  especially  tho  Netherlands 
"-ast  Indies,  Japan  is  economically  bound  by  cn  intimate  re¬ 
lationship  of  mutuality  in  ministoring  to  ono  another's  nood. 
Similarly  other  countries  of  Sast  .»sia  maintain  oloso  economic 
rolations  with  those  rogions.  That  is  to  say,  Japan,  these 
countries  and  thess  regions  together  are  contributing  to  the  . 
prosperity  of  Nast  -sin  through  mutual  aid  and  interdependence. 

Should  tho  hostilities  in  "Europe  bo  extended  to  tho  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  produce  repercussions,  as  you  say,  in  tho  Nether¬ 
lands  *ast  Indies,  it  vrould  not  only  intorforo  with  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  furtherance  of  tho  abovo-mentionod  rolations  of 
economic  interdependence,  and  of  oo-oxistonoe  and  co-prosperity, 
but  also  give  riso  to  an  undosirablo  situation  from  tho  stand¬ 
point  of  the  peace  and  stability  of  Nest  **sia.  In  viow  of 
thoso  considerations  tho  Japanoso  Government  can  not  but  bo 
deeply  concerned  over  any  dovelopuont,  accompanying  the 
aggravation  of  tho  war  in  "Europe,  that  may  affect  tha  status 
f)>m  of  the  Netherlands  '.ast  Indies. 
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0  have  received  a  report  fraa  our  minister  at  tho  Haguo, 
mr.  Itaro  Ishii,  to  tho  following  offcct. 

-ilnistor  Jshii  called  on  tho  Notharlaad3  Foroiga  -*inistor, 
wp,  von  Mcffons,  on  the  l6th  of  ..pril  and  cxplainod  to  tho 
latter  tho  attitude  of  tho  Japanoso  Government  with  regard  to 
tho  question  of  tho  Netherlands  Nast  Indies.  The  Netherlands 
Foroign  minister  expressed  the  N0therlands  Government's  ap¬ 
preciation  of  tho  Japanoso  Government's  attitude  and  r.t  tho 
same  tine  stated  that  tho  Netherlands  Government  had  not  sought 
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nor  ttould  sook  in  the  future  any  country's  protection  of  the 
Motherlands  ’Vist  Indios.  and  that  tho  Motherlands  Govominont 
waro  determined  to  rofuso  any  offor  of  protection  of  inter¬ 
vention  of  any  kind  Triiich  mi^ht  bo  nado  by  any  country. 

The  Motherlands  Minister  at  Tokyo,  General  J.  C,  Pabst 
called  on  the  Foreign  minister,  *-*r.  Hachior  ..rita,  today  and 
confirmed  the  above  report  of  Minister  Ishii. 
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to  the  Netherlands,  the  Japanese  Government  made  public  on  the 
15  of  April  their  attitude  of  deep  concern  over  any  develop¬ 
ment  that  may  affect  the  status  quo.  of  tho  Netherlands  East 
Indies,  and  subsequently  they  notified  the  Netherlands  Govern¬ 
ment  to  that  effeot*  In  connection  trith  this,  the  Netherlands 
Government  expressed  their  determination  not  to  alter  their 
policy  of  maintaining  the  Atntim  jqua  of  the  said  Netherlands, 
colony  under  any  circumstances. 

i.8  the  "hiropean  *.rar  has  no*  spread  to  the  Netherlands,  the 
Foreign  Minister,  Ur.  Hachior  Arita,  invited  the  Netherlands 
Minister  at  Tokyo,  General  J.  C.  Pabst,  to  the  Foroign  Office  ' 
this  afternoon,  and  informed  the  latter  thut  the  Japanese 
Government  earnestly  hope  that  tho  Netherlands  Government  vrill 
firmly  maintain  their  said  determination  regarding  the  question 
of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies. 

The  Foreign  Minister  has  also  called  attention  of  the 
representatives  in  Tokyo  of  belligerent  countries,  namely. 

Groat  Britain,  Germany  and  Franco,  to  Japan  s  concern  over  the 
said  question. 

The  Foreign  minister  has  informed  the  representatives  of 
tno  neutral  countries,  the  Nnitod  States  and  Italy,  for  their 
reference,  tho  fact  that  the  Japaneso  Government  mode  tho 
above  notification  to  the  Government  of  belligerent  countries 
concerned* 
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